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THE AMERICAN
RADIO RELAY
LEAGUE, INC.

The American Radio Relay League, Inc., is a noncom-
mercial association of radio amateurs, organized for
the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio com-
munication and experimentation, for the establish-
ment of networks to provide communications in the
event of disasters or other emergencies, for the ad-
vancement of the radio art and of the public welfare,
for the representation of the radio amateur in
legislative matters, and for the maintenance of frater-
nalism and a high standard of conduct.

ARRL is an incorporated association without capital
stock chartered under the laws of the State of Con-
necticut, and is an exempt organization under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. Its af-
fairs are governed by a Board of Directors, whose
voting members are elected every two years by the
general membership. The officers are elected or ap-
pointed by the Directors. The League is noncommer-
cial, and no one who could gain financially from the
shaping of its affairs is eligible for membership on its
Board.

“Of, by, and for the radio amateur,” ARRL numbers
within its ranks the vast majority of active amateurs in
the nation and has a proud history of achievement as
the standard-bearer in amateur affairs.

A bona fide interest in Amateur Radio is the only
essential qualification of membership; an Amateur
Radio license is not a prerequisite, although full
voting membership is granted only to licensed
amateurs in the U.S. and Canada.

All membership inquiries and general cor-
respondence should be addressed to the ad-
ministrative headquarters at 225 Main Street, New-
ington, CT 06111 USA. Telephone: 203-666-1541, Telex:
643958 AMRAD NEWI.

Past Presidents

H. P. MAXIM, W1AW, 1914-1936

E. C. WOODRUFF, W8CMP, 1936-1940

G. W. BAILEY, W2KH, 1940-1952

G. L. DOSLAND, WOBTSN, 1952-1962

H. HOOVER, Jr., W6ZH, 1962-1966

R. W. DENNISTON, W@DX, 1966-1972

H. J. DANNALS, W2TUK/W2HD, 1972-1982
V. C. CLARK, W4KFC, 1982-1983

Officers

President: CARL L. SMITH,* WBBW.

1070 Locust St., Denver, CO 80220 (303 -394-3036)
First Vice President: LARRY E. PRICE,* W4RA, P.O.
Box 2067, Georgia Southern Station, Statesboro, GA
30458

Vice President:

GARFIELD A. ANDERSON, KOGA, 5820 Chowen
Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55410 (612-922-1160)
International Aftatrs Vice President

RICHARD L. BALDWIN, W1RU, Star Rte. 4A,
Heath Rd., Waldoboro 'ME 04572 (207-529- 5781]
Secretary: DAVID SUMNER,* K1ZZ

Treasurer: JAMES E. McCOBB JR., K1LLU
Honorary Vice Presidents

C. COMPTON, WRAF; W. GROVES, W5NW;

R. DENNISTON, W@DX; R. BEST, W5QKF;

R. CHAPMAN, W1QV; J. A. GMELIN, W6ZRJ;

J. L. McCARGAR, WBEY; J. R. GRIGGS, W6KW
Staff

General Manager

David Sumner,* K1ZZ

Assistant to the General Manager: W. Dale Clift,
WA3NLO

Washington Area Coordinator: Perry F. Williams,
W1UED

Controller: Michael R. Zeigler

Advertising Department: Lee Aurick, W1SE, Manager;
Sandy Gerli, AC1Y, Assistant Manager

Circulation Department: John Nelson, W1GNC,
Circulation Manager; Marion E. Bayrer, Deputy
Circulation Manager

Club and Training Department: Stephen C. Place,
WB1EYI, Manager

Communications Department: John F. Lindholm,
W1XX, Manager; Robert J. Halprin, K1XA, Deputy
Manager

Membership Services Department: Harold Steinman,
K1ET, Manager; Richard K. Palm, K1CE, Deputy
Manager

Production/Editorial Department: Laird Campbell,
W1CUT, Manager; Joel Kleinman, N1BKE,

Assistant Manager

Technical Department: Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, Manager;
Gerald L. Hall, K1TD, Deputy Manager

Technical Consultant: George Grammer, W1DF
Counsel: Christopher D. Imlay, N3AKD,

1302 18th Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20036
Canadian Counsel: B. Robert Benson, Q.C., VE2VW,
1010 St. Catherine St. West, Montreal, PQ H3B 3R5

*Executive Committee Member
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Victor C. Clark, WAKFC — 1917-1983

Vic Clark is dead. The key of W4KFC is
silent; the friendly voice and clear, distinc-
tive fist of its operator will not again be
heard on the airwaves in this world. The
American Radio Relay League has lost a
President, the Amateur Radio community
has lost a leader of rare stature, and hun-
dreds — if not thousands — of us have lost
a dear friend.

Vic’s final week on this earth was
characteristically busy as he pursued his
responsibilities as League President — a
voluntary position for which he received no
compensation. On Friday, November 18,
he journeyed to New York from his home
in Clifton, Virginia, for the 75th anniver-
sary banquet of the Radio Club of
America. His report of the event read,
“‘Feature attraction was appearance of
KA20RK and N2DRA of Grenada fame.
They made an excellent and well-received
presentation to the group. I was honored
to be able to present them with Special
Citations from the RCA.”” In typical
fashion, Vic downplayed the honor
bestowed upon him: he was made a
‘““Fellow’’ of the RCA, joining a
distinguished list of radio pioneers.

Sunday, November 20, found him par-
ticipating as an observer in a telephone con-
ference call meeting of the Canadian Radio
Relay League Board of Directors, followed
by a flight to Hartford for the following
day’s counting of ballots in the Director
and Vice Director elections. Developments
in the Volunteer Examination Program, in
which Vic had a keen interest, occupied
much of his attention that evening and
Monday. He was thrilled with the news that
Congress had enacted Senator Goldwater’s
legislation to permit the recoupment of ex-
penses by Volunteer Examiner Coor-
dinators, for it cleared the way for ARRL
participation as a VEC — something which
Vic believed was essential to the future of
the Amateur Radio Service.

Following the ballot-counting on Mon-
day and his telephoned congratulations to
the winners, Vic headed home. To us, he
looked as healthy as we could remember
seeing him since a May 1979 heart attack
had forced him to reduce his schedule and
to limit his in-person participation at the
1979 World Administrative Radio Con-
ference in Geneva — a disappointment to
Vic, who had devoted much time during the
previous several years to WARC-79
preparations. He left ARRL Headquarters
for the last time in high spirits, convinced
that the potholes were behind us and the
road ahead was smooth. We spoke by

telephone several times on the following
two days; again, he struck an optimistic
chord.

The morning after Thanksgiving, on
November 25, Vic complained to his wife
Hester, WA4PAE, of chest pains. Because
of his medical history, he was taken to the
Commonwealth Doctors Hospital for
observation. Even as the paramedics were
readying him for the trip to the hospital in
nearby Fairfax, his main concern was for
others: he had been scheduled to attend the
ARRL Florida State Convention in Clear-
water that weekend, and wanted to be sure
that a film he had planned to take down
arrived on time and was sent on to its next
destination.

That night, at 10:30 P.M., Vic Clark was
stricken with a massive heart attack while
under observation in the cardiac intensive
care unit.*One minute he was joking with
the doctors; the next, he was gone.

The tragic news spread quickly through
the worldwide Amateur Radio community.
By noon Monday, ARRL Headquarters
had received telegrams of condolence from

At age 19, Vic Clark was already a renowned
radio amateur as WBKFC in Phoenix. He won
the Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Award for

1938, the first year it was issued.
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all six continents. A memorial service in
Washington on Wednesday, November 30,
drew more than 400 mourners, the vast ma-
jority of them radio amateurs and govern-
ment officials. The Rev. David Reeder,
WAWPURI, officiated. Six amateurs were
honored by being asked to deliver brief
eulogies: W@BWJ, W4NH, W2GHK,
HK3DEU, W4YE and myself. Before the
service, the six of us compared notes and
found that we had treated six different
facets of the man, with essentially no
overlap. Vic was that big.

The saga of Victor C. Clark, W4KFC,
begins on August 23, 1917, in Falmouth,
Massachusetts, on Cape Cod. Vic believed
that he was the last surviving member of
his generation off the Mayflower — a claim
that was put forward more out of curiosity
than pride. His family moved to Phoenix
in the early 1920s, and it was here that Vic
grew up and became interested in radio.
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First licensed in September 1933, his first
appearance on the air was as W6KFC
(Arizona was part of the sixth call area in
those days) in January 1934. Those early
years were not easy ones — Vic’s father
died when he was nine years old, and his
school years were marked by lengthy
illnesses — but they taught him how to
overcome adversity by hard work and good
humor.

By 1936, W6KFC had become a familiar
call sign in traffic handling, contest and DX
circles. That year, the founding President
of the ARRL, Hiram Percy Maxim, passed
away, and his children decided to offer a
memorial award to the League member
under the age of 21 who made the greatest
contribution to Amateur Radio, or had the
best all-around record, in a given year.
Nineteen-year-old Vic Clark was chosen as
the first recipient. Writing in August 1937
QST, Clinton B. DeSoto, W1CBD, said

Here is the layout at WEKFC as it appeared in
1937. For the modern version of W4KFC, see
May 1983 QST, p. 44.

about Vic: ““His is a fitting first name to
engrave on the scroll of those who typify
the everlasting heritage of honor and
achievement left by our founder-
president.”” As true as those words were
then, they were to be even more fitting in
later years. Vic served ARRL as Section
Communications Manager for Arizona
from 1937 to 1939, and again as SCM of
Virginia from 1950 to 1952; as an assistant
director for the Roanoke Division from
1952 to 1966; as Director, 1967-74; as First
Vice President, 1974-80; as Honorary Vice
President, 1980-82; and as President from
March 1982 until his death. Vic was
probably the most successful salesman of
ARRL Life Memberships ever to hand out
an application. He was Vice President of
the International Amateur Radio Union

Vic devoted considerable energy and talent to
WARC-79 preparations, but could not attend
full time because of earlier heart trouble. He
made the most of his time in Geneva, though,
renewing old acquaintances and making new
ones among the delegates. In this 1979 photo,
Vic is shown with Hassan, J28AA (Djibouti),
and Amour, 7X2AJ (Algeria). Vic was especially
interested in telephilately — postage stampe
with telecommunications themes, particularly
Amateur Radio; his discussion with Hassan
led to the issuance in 1981 of a postage
stamp honoring the Club des Radio-Amateurs
de Djibouti.



W4KFC’s service to Amateur Radio included
four years as President, and three years as
Vice President, of IARU Region 2. He stepped
aside at the Cali Conference in June 1983 to
be able to devote more time to his ARRL
duties. Here, he takes advantage of a quiet
moment to compare notes with the Editor on
how the Conference is progressing.

during the critical years before and during
the 1979 World Administrative Radio Con-
ference, and traveled to more than 40 coun-
tries to generate support for the IARU posi-
tion. Through it all he remained active in
his local Amateur Radio organizations,
particularly the Potomac Valley Radio
Club, and contributed articles to QST and
Co.

One of Vic’s first encounters with the
FCC in Washington came after World War
II, when he intervened on behalf of the
many amateurs who, like himself, had
relocated during or after the war years and
wished to have ‘‘counterpart’’ call signs —
that is, call signs in their new call area with
the same suffix they had had in the old.
Through gentle persuasion, he was able to
gain this privilege not only for himself but
for countless others as well. Unfortunately,
FCC was later to abandon the practice.

As active as he was organizationally, he
is probably better known for his on-the-air

Just a week before his death, Vic presented a
Special Citation to Mark Barettella, KA20RK,
on behalf of the Radio Club of America.
(N2ATT photo)

operating. At the 1983 ARRL National
Convention in Houston, Vic asked .those
attending the ARRL Forum how many of
them had worked him. About three-fourths
of the audience raised their hands! It was
an impressive display, but not altogether
surprising: For decades, if you hadn’t
worked W4KFC in the Sweepstakes, you
hadn’t been on. He was equally active and
successful in DX contests, particularly after
moving to his hilltop location in Clifton in
the mid-50s. The Clifton site was such a

W4KFC with Dr. Ernest Ambler, Director of the
National Bureau of Standards, at the
November 3, 1983, dedication of the Bureau
Radio Amateur Signal Society (BRASS) club
station.

classic example of a good radio location
that it was featured in W3AFM’s ‘“Station
Design for DX** QST series in 1966. But
it was operating ability, and not location
or antenna hardware, that was the key to
Vic’s success. In the three months just
before he took office as ARRL President,
Vic worked 111 countries with a 2-watt rig
— just to see if he could do it. His
operating energies were not devoted entirely
to competitive activities. He remained ac-
tive in traffic handling and became a
regular participant in Straight Key Night
and the Novice Roundup — the former
because of the value he placed on frater-
nalism, and the latter because he thought
it important to give beginners a word of en-
couragement and a helping hand. In his last
Novice Roundup, in 1983, he worked more
than 200 stations and sent each a QSL card
and a letter of welcome. The conscientious
way he discharged his Presidential duties
cut into his operating time, but he con-
tinued to meet schedules as frequently as
possible with friends throughout the world.

Vic Clark was more than an exemplary
radio amateur: he was also successful in his
career, and was intensely devoted to his
family. Vic served with the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and its predecessor
agencies from 1941 to 1962, directing the
establishment of the instrument landing
system (ILS) at airports throughout the
U.S. and assisting with the implementation
of the system in other countries. He then
became director of the U.S. Coast Guard
Electronics Engineering Laboratory in
Alexandria, serving in that post until his
retirement in 1973. Vic and Hester raised
six children, including three hams: Andrew
(WA4PRF, now living in Japan), Kenneth
(K40KZ), Roger, Jennifer, Beth
(KA4YTN) and Miriam. He had seven
grandchildren. As supportive as Hester was
of Vic’s activities, he was equally sup-
portive of hers, particularly in the 4-H.

How do you sum up such a man in few
words? Perhaps Hal Steinman, K1ET, has
said it best: ‘“Vic Clark was a big man who
never made anyone else feel small.”
— David Sumner, KI1ZZ
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