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RRL President Rick Roderick, 

K5UR, will be the keynote speak-

er at the West Virginia State Con-

vention on Saturday, August 25th at the 

West Virginia Universityôs Jacksonôs Mill 

conference center complex.  ñBeing able to 

address the Hams of the Mountaineer state 

is an honor for meò, said Roderick. ñWest 

Virginia has and continues to be home for 

many of Americaôs greatest operators.ò  

The West Virginia State Convention is held 

at the scenic Jacksonôs Mill center in Wes-

ton, WV, and is sponsored by the West Vir-

ginia Amateur Radio State Council 

(WVSARC).  Details on the event can be 

found at  http://www.qsl.net/wvsarc/ 

ñHaving President Roderick  come to The 

Mill is a special privilegeò, said long time 

WVSARC President Bob West, WA8YCD. 

ñRick can expect a hearty Mountaineer 

welcomeò, added West Virginia Section 

Manager Dan Ringer, K8WV. 

ARRL President To Be Featured Speaker At West Virginia Hamfest 

Karl Bowman, W4CHX, Named 2018 Roanoke Division Service Award Winner 

Karl Bowman, W4CHX (L), receives the Roa-

noke Division Service Award from Division 

Vice Director Bill Morine, N2COP, at RARS-

fest dinner on March 30 

N 
orth Carolina Section 

Manager Karl Bowman, 

W4CHX, is the recipient 

of the 51st annual Roanoke Divi-

sion Service Award.  Begun in 

1968, the award recognizes an 

ARRL member in the four states of 

the Roanoke Division who exempli-

fies positive spirit and contributions  

to Ham Radio operators throughout 

the region.  Voting for nominees is 

done by previous award recipients. 

ñKarl is enormously deserving of 

this honorò, said Roanoke Division 

Director Jim Boehner, N2ZZ, 

ñbecause he typifies the leadership 

qualities for which Roanoke Divi-

sion operators are known.ò  Karl 

received a plaque of recognition 

before his home club, the Raleigh 

Amateur Radio Society (RARS) , at 

its Friday night dinner before the 

RARSFest hamfest.   

 Karl has been North Caroli-

na Section Manager since 2014, and 

is a past president of RARS.  He  

holds a Doctorate of Veterinary 

Medicine (DVM), and is a retired 

faculty member of the School of 

Veterinary Medicine at North Caro-

lina State University where he spe-

cialized in large animals.  Karlôs 

wife Gale, K4GGB, is also a DVM 

in private practice.  Their son Sean 

is KJ4EGT.  

 Since becoming Section 

Manager, Karl has focused on rais-

ing standards for emergency re-

sponse capabilities through ARRLôs 

Amateur Radio Emergency Ser-

vicesÈ (ARESÈ) and its coordina-

tion with AUXCOMM, a Dept. of 

Homeland Security initiative.  You 

can hear Karl as Net Control Station 

for the Tar Heel Emergency Net on 

Thursday nights at 7:30 PM on 

3.923 MHz. 



Large Hamfests  Kick 

Of f  2018 In   

Roanoke Div is ion 

 

Clockwise from top: Roanoke Div. 

Director Jim Boehner, N2ZZ, ad-

dresses ARRL Forum at Charlotte 

Hamfest; flea market at RARSFest 

in Raleigh; Charlotte Hamfest 

sign at Cabarrus Arena; bottom 

panoramic shot of Charleston WV 

hamfest; directly below FrostFest 

at Richmond Raceway. 

The Winter/Spring Hamfest season in 

the Roanoke Division is so busy that 

on February 3rd, Division Director Dr. 

Jim, N2ZZ, covered the Charleston SC 

Hamfest, while Vice Director Bill 

Morine, N2COP, represented ARRL at 

FrostFest in Richmond, VA.  All four 

Roanoke Division sections �i  North 

Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and 

West Virginia�i  had major section wide 

hamfests in February and March. 


